
The Internet:  
The Ultimate Problem Provides a Unique Opportunity

Our generation faces a challenge, the nature and 

magnitude of which is unparalleled in all of our difficult 

history. The Internet offers instant access to the full 

gamut of moral decadence and poses a grave spiritual 

and religious danger to ever-increasing numbers of our 

finest youth and adult populations. Despite the mas-

sive growth and strength of the religious establishment, 

the extent of the damage already incurred cannot 

be calculated or even estimated, and everyone who 

is aware of communal issues and deals with familial 

problems, has seen first-hand the devastation.

Our way of life has always experienced problems and 

faced difficult challenges, and it would be naive to 

think that the Internet is the cause of all of the issues 

that we face today. It is clear, however, that the Inter-

net can magnify existing difficulties exponentially and 

at lightning speed. The results have been youth leaving 

Yeshiva education and going off the derech; marriages 

ruined; and a proliferation of a variety of inappropriate 

and decadent behaviors. Additionally, there is constant 

distraction and addictive behavior that Internet access 

encourages, which interferes with a Torah lifestyle.

Much has been done to educate the community about 

the dangers that exist and great efforts and progress 

have been made in implementation of Internet filters 

and monitors. It is clear, however, that this is far from 

winning the battle, let alone the war. We must contin-
ue fighting on this front even more aggressively and 

this battle must be enhanced by additional strate-
gies, based on the eternal directives of our Torah and 
Chazal. The Torah charges us to develop safeguards 

and Chazal have guided us with practical ways to pro-

tect ourselves from different types of temptations. In 

addition, we must appreciate the benefits and fulfill-

ment of a life of Torah and Mitzvos.
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There is a story told of two men - a secular 

Jew and an obviously religious Jew - 

approaching each other on the street. They 

crossed paths in front of a storefront display 

of extreme impropriety. In a quick motion, 

the religious man covered his eyes with his 

hand to avoid seeing the display. The secular 

person stopped, astonished and asked, 

“Excuse me, but I must know, what do you 

have in your life that is so meaningful and 

fulfilling that you refuse to compromise it  

even for a brief moment of pleasure?”

A critical, additional path to greater measures of suc-

cess in combatting this challenge is to inspire a deeper 
sense of inner fulfillment and meaning in Yiddishkeit 
and our relationship with Hashem, throughout our 
entire community. This is far easier said than done; 

however, it may be the opportunity to use the Internet 

challenge as a stepping stone towards a solution to one 

of our greatest difficulties.
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The need to internalize a deeper sense of meaning and 

connection to Hashem has always been a challenge 

during our long and painful exile. There have been 

many serious efforts and movements to address this is-

sue, with various levels of success. Any lack of success 

was compensated for by many forms of insulation and 

isolation that kept our people away from negative influ-

ences. These efforts were often successful in keeping 

the most negative influences at bay and allowing for 

the masses to remain religiously observant even if the 

passion, meaning and commitment may have been 

somewhat lacking. This is not to belittle the inherent 

greatness found in so many of our people who were 

ready and willing to give their lives up for their religious 

beliefs.

In a world with 
Internet access, 
complete cul-
tural isolation 
or insulation 
is no longer 
an option. The 
challenge of the Internet is forcing us to address the 
shortcomings that exist in our communities in the ar-
eas of spirituality, passion for learning Torah and doing 
Mitzvos, and emphasis on the feelings that are the 
essence of Yiddishkeit.

We have made many strides in the material aspects of 

religious life and many of the challenges that threat-

ened our way of life have been alleviated. The overrid-

ing challenge today is to address and expand the devel-

opment of the feelings, values, sensitivities and passion 

that are essential components of Yiddishkeit and are 

most critical in limiting and preventing the scourge that 

the Internet is inflicting upon us. Chazal tell us that 

everything that Hashem does is for the good; maybe 

we can turn the Internet, at least somewhat, to our 

advantage by responding more aggressively to address 

the internal feelings necessary for an invincible com-

mitment to a life of Torah and Mitzvos.

As a general means of spiritual growth, the need to 

strengthen ourselves from within is usually a truly 

effective and lasting way to perpetuate growth. For ex-

ample, if a person seeks to limit their speech of lashon 

hara, the best solution is not to stop talking entirely; 

rather, it is to learn hilchos lashon hara, internalize the 

importance of this 

particular prohi-

bition and make 

a serious effort to 

undertake steps in 

order to achieve 

the goal. While 

avoiding certain 

people or situations 

may be a necessary step to prevent the challenge of 

lashon hara from being overwhelming, it is a secondary 

facet of the overall battle plan for success.

It is the responsibility of every parent to their children, 

rabbi to their congregation, teacher to their students, 

and leader to their community to build deep internal 

well-springs of faith and happiness, in order to arm 

their people with the tools to survive the life challeng-

es that they will face as religious Jews. We cannot 

hide our heads in the sand and pretend we will not be 

confronted by the challenges inherent in the Internet; 
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and we cannot rely solely on preventative measures of 

communal insulation or restriction to survive. We must 

stand together with a commitment to emphasize the 

beauty, relevance and meaningfulness of yahadus and 

thereby create a strong, well-prepared and impervious 

people that can overcome this new challenge. This 

emphasis has always been necessary and an essential 

part of Yiddishkeit, but today it is even more critical.

To address the problem of limited spirituality, we 

should try to understand why this is happening. With all 

of their greatness, most people are somewhat limit-

ed in their capacity to focus on many different areas 

at the same time. In our world today, the success of 

the religious establishment has brought about a great 

emphasis on the outward and 

material manifestations of religious 

life - dress, appearance, frumkeit, 

amount of material covered in 

learning and everyone generally 

fitting into the mold. This has, per 

force for many, become the major 

focus of their religious efforts and 

has not left much room for focus 

on developing spirituality, middos 

and an active and ever-deepening 

relationship with Hashem.

In a society which offers so many 

temptations, with such ease of 

accessibility, any lack in spiritual 

depth and inner religious fulfill-

ment leaves a person more vulner-

able to these temptations. To the 

degree that one has a deep and fulfilling relationship 

with his Creator, he will not want to compromise that 

great feeling for anything. This is especially true, when 

that relationship is based on love. As רש”י  says, on the 

 If one serves a master out of - ואהבת את ה’ אלוקך of פסוק

fear, when the servitude becomes too burdensome, he 

will leave; not so one who serves out of love. This can 

certainly help to motivate one to avoid the temptations 

of the Internet, but exposure to “unfiltered Internet” 

can undermine even these positive influences.

It would seem appropriate to place additional empha-

sis on those areas which could be helpful in develop-

ing these qualities and attitudes, without necessarily 

diminishing growth in other areas. Greater emphasis 



on the development of Middos, more interactive and 

in depth learning, to excite people about Torah, would 

surely be helpful. Insights into the great benefits of 

Torah learning and living and how they inspire true hap-

piness and make one feel good about himself, would be 

very beneficial. Some people need more clarity in the 

truth of Torah MiSinai and understanding the purpose 

of Creation and our existence. A deeper understanding 

and appreciation of the process of Tefillah can also 

be important to develop a deeper and more lasting 

connection to Hashem. Aside from the current set of 

challenges, these areas are essential to a lasting and 

positive commitment to Yiddishkeit.

These brief sketches of ideas can be very helpful in de-

veloping a deeper and more meaningful connection to 

Hashem that would certainly strengthen our ability to 

resist the draw and influence of the outside world. The 

adoption of a focused effort in building this relation-

ship will hopefully allow our generation to continue the 

development of true Bnei Torah, deeply connected to 

Torah and strongly resistant to negative influences.

Areas of Focus for the Development of a More Meaningful Yiddishkeit

Increased emphasis on the study and internal-

ization of Emunah and Bitachon

Greater emphasis on the study of Mussar & 

Middos, particularly from texts such as Mesillas 
Yesharim & Orchos Tzadikim.

The in-depth study of Shir Hashirim  

with  רש”י’s commentary

Inspiring a greater passion for learning Torah 

through more interactive learning of Gemara 
B’iyun.

More time and emphasis on understanding the 

process, mechanism and meaning of Tefillah and 

how Tefillah and Torah learning work to forge a 

deep, meaningful and lasting relationship with 

our Creator.

More discussion about the purpose of creation 

and the benefits of Torah and Mitzvos.

Developing closer relationships with our students 

and children so that they are more motivated and 

inspired to internalize our values and feelings in a 

real, meaningful and lasting way.

Model a life of happiness and fulfillment in Yid-
dishkeit, which demonstrates the feelings and 

values that we wish to inculcate into the next 

generation.

Developing a clear understanding of the great 

difference between pleasure vs. happiness.

Constant strengthening of commitment to Hala-

cha and Da’as Torah
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